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Bench Rest School 
By Francis Becignuel 

     The program that is bringing the IBS Benchrest 

School to the East Tawas Range of Iosco 

Sportsman’s Club has been progressing nicely of late.  

My little typing fingers have been wearing the print 

off the keyboard while typing requests for 

merchandise to be used as prizes and as a draw to get 

pupils to enroll. To date: March 15, 2008, we have 

nine (9) pupils.  We have people who say they will be 

coming from Wisconsin; South Dakota; Albany, New 

York; Columbus, Ohio; Holton, Michigan; 

Annapolis, Maryland; and two from Rio De Janeiro, 

Brazil.  

     We still anticipate at least 30 pupils and have 

enlisted the services of eight (8) instructors at this 

time and will look for more as we need them.  We 

hope to have two pupils per instructor. The 

instructors we have at this time are:  David Halblom 

from Des Moines, Iowa; Paul and Francis Becigneul; 

Joe Krupa of Dearborn, Michigan; and the Benchrest 

Shooter’s Hall Of Fame - Bob Scarborough of 

Muskegon; Larry Feusse, Jeff Aberegg, and our own 

Tom Majewski. 

     Bear with me while I name the manufacturers or 

vendors that I have contacted.  Some have already 

sent merchandise: American Musical, 

ATK/CCI/Speer, Rick Averill, six sets of leather 

scope caps and bolt holster, Bald Eagle, Bartlein  

Barrel, Bart’s Bullet, Berger Bullets 2,000 bullets, 

Bore-Tech, Borden Rifles, Bob Brient, 25-27X90 

Meade Spotting Scope, Brux Barrels, Jim 

Carstenson, seating die, Cheek Bullets, Chism 

Bullets, Dave Dohrmann, Federal primers, Harrel 

Precision, Hart Rifle, R.W. Hart, Russ Haydon, 

Hodgdon Powder 16 pounds of H4198, Hoehn 

Sales, the trophies for the school, Iosso, Jewell 

Trigger, Johnson Bullets, K&M Tool neck turner 

and expander die, Kampfeld Custom, Kelbly, 

trigger, Brady Knight, Kreiger barrel, Leupold and 

Stevens, 40X45 Competition series scope, Gary 

Long, Lyman, Mike Lucas, rod guide, Midway 

USA, Musician’s Friend, Don Nielson, Newlon tool,  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

North Barrel, Nollan tool, North barrels, Pacific 

Tool, chamber reamer and replacement bolt, tool, 

PacNor Barrels, Ivey Rods, Powder Valley, Pro-Shot 

rods, Mike Ratigan, 2 books, Redding Dies, two 

50% discounts, Remington Primers, Rock Creek 

Barrels, Shade Tree Engineering, Shilen Barrel, 

Sinclair, Deluxe front rest and rear bag, Howard 

Smith, Widener’s, L.E. Wilson stainless steel 

microtop seater die and gauge. The names that 

appear in red are merchandise that we have received 

thus far. 

     So you see we have been busy and it has just 

begun. The club stands to do well in proceeds and we 

hope increased membership as a result of this school.  

We only ask that the club and its membership stand 

behind us at the time of the school, June 20-21-22, 

2008! Contact me for further info at 810-327-.2255 

or fbike@wildblue.net. The registration form is 

located on the website at www.ioscosportsmen.com.

  

Work Bees 
Work Bees are scheduled for the following dates.  

The times are from 9:00 am to 3:00 pm.  Work Bees 

will be at both ranges. 

April 12th and 13th, May 5th and 10th, June 14th, 

July 13th, August 23rd, and September 13th   

 

Pistol League Dinner  
And Fun Shoot 

 By John McGrath 
     The Winter Pistol Leagues will be having their 

award banquet/fun shoot on April 13, 2008 at the 

Tawas Range.  The Fun Shoot will start at 1:00 pm at 

the 25 yard outdoor range.  Bring a 22 caliber pistol 

or revolver of your choice.  Dinner will be at 3:30 pm 

followed by awards.  Bring a desert to pass to satisfy 

your sweet tooth.  A minimal tariff will be asked for 

guests.  The dinner menu will be:  BBQ country ribs, 

baked beans, potato salad, cole salw and your desert.   

     Please RSVP to John McGrath at 989-728-9117 or  

mailto:fbike@wildblue.net
http://www.ioscosportsmen.com/
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in person.  We will need an approximate number of 

people by April 11th at the latest.  Hope to see you 

all there for an afternoon of shooting, food, and 

comradeship. 

 

 

Introduction to PPC Class  
And Shoot 
 By Dan Welton 

     We cordially invite the public and club members 

to our first PPC shoot.  It is specifically designed for, 

but not limited to, the novice/beginner.  Class 

instruction starts at 10:00 am, May 4, 2008, at the 

Wurtsmith Range. 

     We will cover Range Commands, Definitions of 

Firing Positions/Styles, Immediate Action 

Drills/Weapons Clearance, Equipment Qualification 

and use, and General Range Safety.  This will be 

followed by a modified PPC course of fire from the 

7-15-25 yard lines.  Cost for non-member is $10.00 

and for Members is $5.00.  For further information 

please contact Dan Welton at e-mail address 

ddwelton@chartermi.net.  or phone number 989-739-

3240.  Please fill out the completed registration form 

located on the web site and a check made out to 

Iosco Sportsman’s Club:  

c/o Dan Welton 

6561 Loud Dr. 

Oscoda, MI  48750 

 

Black Powder 
By Mike Smith 

     Want to learn all about Black Powder and 

Muzzleloader Shooting an introductory course was 

held on March 29, 2008 at the Wurtsmith Range.   

     The course covered a short history of black 

powder weapons, the various types of black powder 

guns, propellants, projectiles and accessories, how to 

load and clean, and what to look for when shopping 

for black powder equipment.  For questions call Mike 

Smith at (989) 469-0010 or the website at 

www.ioscosportsmen.com. 

 

Range Safety Officer 
By Dave Wright 

     The club hosted a Range Safety Officer (SO)  

program on March 22nd at the club house. This 

program was sponsored/supported by the IDPA 

members. We had 22 students, 17 were club/ DPA 

members, 3 came from Sault Marie, and 1 from 

Owosso. 

     The course covered range safety, scoring, course 

of fire construction (target set up and scenarios) and 

range commands.  

     The club would like to thank instructor's Gary 

Cuttitta and Dave Alexander for their outstanding 

presentation of course material and invite them back. 

For more information contact Dave Wright at 

dkwright@chartermi.com or the club website at 

www.ioscosportsmen.com, or IDPA.com.  

 

 

Fund Raising 
By Lynn Pillsbury 

    The ISC is going to conduct a Fund Raising 

Sweepstakes/Raffle.  As you know, the club in the 

past has tried to stay away from sweepstakes/raffles, 

using our Sight in Days as the club's fund raiser. With 

two ranges to support now, we need to find other 

ways to raise money and are asking each member to 

support this fund raising sweepstakes/raffle. 

     All money raised from this sweepstakes/raffle will 

go into the Club's General Fund.  It will also allow 

members to get credit for their yearly work hour’s 

requirement of six (6) hours by selling tickets.  This 

opportunity is the best one to come along and we 

have Members that will handle the process of sending 

out the tickets, tracking ticket stubs, monies received 

for those sales, and tracking unsold tickets.   

     Like most clubs we need additional money as our 

expenses are going up and we do not want to raise 

dues or shooting fees.  How many times have you 

been asked to buy a raffle ticket for something from 

other clubs?  Well now is a good time for you to 

return the favor and ask other's to support you, our 

club, and maybe win a new GMC truck and many 

other prizes and support both US and the Amateur 

Trapshooting Association (ATA). Sweepstakes 

tickets will be mailed out to each club member with 

instructions and we hope to raise lots of money for 

the club.  For info - Tawas area contact Chet and 

Jeanne Michaiski at 989-362-4564, Hale area Dale 

Willet at 989-728-3462, and in the Oscoda area Dave 

Evans at 989-739-8474. 

 

mailto:ddwelton@chartermi.net
http://www.ioscosportsmen.com/
mailto:dkwright@chartermi.com
http://www.ioscosportsmen.com/
http://idpa.com/
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Sectional Pistol Match 
By Lynn Pillsbury 

     Our Club’s Winter Pistol League had seven 

members take part in the Sectional Pistol matches at 

the Flushing Sportsmens Club in March. We shot as 

individuals and also as Iosco Sportsmen's Club team 

1 and 2 (we needed to recruit a Flushing member to 

fill in as the 4th man for team 2).  Iosco Sportsman's 

Club Team 1 scored 1,042 and finished in 5th place; 

Club Team 2 scored 877 and finished in 10th placed 

with 11 teams entered.  Team 2 made a very good 

showing with new shooters and pistol malfunctions 

which cost them points. Congrats to all members. 

 

Spring/Summer Shooting 
Events 

 

BENCHREST EVENTS 

 

Spring/Summer Shooting Events (as scheduled 

now, updates/changes will be posted to website): 
 

May 3rd  Tawas - 100 yard, start 10 am Kick Off 

May 7th Wurtsmith - 100 yard, start 10 am 

June 20th -22nd  Tawas -100 yard, start 9 am Benchrest 

  School/Workshop 

July 12th  Wurtsmith - 100 yard/200 yard, start  

  9 am; money and prizes, bring your 

  lunch 

August 9th  Wurtsmith - 100 yard, start 10 am 

September 27th Wurtsmith - 100 yard, start 10 am 

October 4th   Tawas - 100 yard, start 10 am, Steak 

  Championship with prizes 

 

HIGH POWER EVENTS 

 

     High Power Match's (both Service and Match 

Rifles) Saturday match's will start at 9 am, and 

Sunday match's will start at 10 am.   All match's will 

be shot from the 200 and 300 yard positions, each 

match will fire 50 rounds plus sighters.  Individuals 

in the High Power League will need to complete four 

(4) of the six (6) match’s scheduled to be considered 

for awards.  Individuals desiring a High Power rating 

from the National Rifle Association will need to 

compete in two (2) match’s for score (fire 100 rounds 

in competition).   

     Monday evenings will be practice time, any sight 

and any rifle.  Practice will be set for so many 

minutes of firing, with alternating pit/target duty. 

Costs - League $15.00 Saturday $10.00 and Sunday 

$5.00, if you shoot Saturday other wise $10.00.   

Monday practice is $5.0.  You may shoot any match 

and not be in the league.  The First Match will be our 

Inaugural Match to start the season. Please check our 

website for the latest information-on all events and 

match's. 
 

Match 1 - Inaugural Match 

April 19th/20th Wurtsmith at 9 am/10 am start  

Match 2  

May 17th/18th      Wurtsmith at 9 am/10 am start 

Match 3 

June 21st/22nd Wurtsmith at 9 am/10 am start 

Match 4   

July 19th/20th Wurtsmith at at 9 am/10 am start 

Match 5  

August 16th/17th Wurtsmith at 9 am/10 am start 

Match 6 

Sept 20th/21st Wurtsmith at 9 am/10 am start 

Match 7 
October 11th        Wurtsmith at 9 am, Fun shoot and picnic 

 

High Power Match on October 11th will be our high 

power picnic/fun shoot for league and club members 

taking part in our first High Power Match’s at the 

club’s Wurtsmith Range. 

 

BLACK POWDER EVENTS 

 

April 12th Wurtsmith at 10 am 

May 17th Wurtsmith at 10 am 

June 14th Wurtsmith at 10 am 

July 12th Wurtsmith at 10 am 

August 2nd Wurtsmith at 10 am 

September 6th Wurtsmith at 10 am 

 
IDPA EVENTS /MATCHES 

 

      Practice days are Wednesday evenings at 7 pm, 

April – December (weather permitting, maybe March 

– check our website for further info). 

 

April 26th Wurtsmith at 10 am 

May 24th Wurtsmith at 10 am 

June 28th  Wurtsmith at 10 am  

July 26th Wurtsmith at 10 am 

August 23rd Wurtsmith at 10 am 

September 27th Wurtsmith at 10 am 

October 25th Wurtsmith at 10 am 

November 22nd Wurtsmith at 10 am 

December 27th Wurtsmith at 10 am  
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BOWLING PIN SHOOTS 

 

Dave Wright and Steve Roland would like to get pin 

shoots started on Sunday afternoons possibly 

beginning in April.  If you are interested in pin 

shooting, contact Dave Wright at 

dkwright@chartermi.net or 739-3787. 

 

SPECIAL EVENT 

 

US Coast Guard will be doing firearms training on 

April 15th and 16th from 8 am to 4 pm at the Tawas 

range only! 

 

SUMMER TRAP EVENTS 

 

 Summer trap league meeting will be held on Sunday, 

April 27th, at approximately 2 pm at the Tawas Club 

House. The League will start on Monday, April 28th 

and run till mid August.  Currently, the league shoots 

on Mondays and Thursdays, at or around 5 pm (if we 

have a full squad before 5 pm we will start early); 

Sunday is public trap at 1 pm.  You can still shoot 

league during this time.  Wednesday is a practice day 

at approximately 2 or 3 pm.  Please check with Trap 

chairmen when season grows closer for exact times 

and dates or check our website for updates.  For 

further info, please contact our Trap Chairman, Jan 

Cartright at 989-362-6602 or Chet Michalski at 989-

362-4564.   

     The 5-Stand will open in the spring and we need 

workers/volunteers to operate this activity.  Starting 

on May 10th and 11th at 10 am at Wurtsmith.  For 

further info, please contact Dale Willet at 989-728-

3462 or Dan Welton at 989-739-3240. 

 

SUMMER BULLSEYE EVENTS 

 

   Summer outdoor bullseye pistol will run each 

Tuesday at 5:30 pm at the Tawas range starting April 

22nd and run till September 30th.  Pistol calibers are 

22 rim fire to large center-fire 45s, etc.  For further 

information, please contact John McGrath at 989-

728-9117 or Dave Anderson at 989-362-4219.   

 
Election of  

Director's/Trustees   

 By Dan Welton 

     At the June Membership Meeting, we will be 

holding elections of Directors/Trustees for the 

coming new year. Some positions are for 2 year or 4 

year periods.  This year we have four (4) directors' 

positions up for reelection or to fill a vacancy when 

the incumbent wishes not to run for office again.  

     If you would like to run for a Director/Trustee 

position, please forward your name and a short 

biography about yourself to Dan Welton, 6561 Loud 

Drive, Oscoda MI 48750 or to his email at 

ddwelton@chartermi.net.  Dan is the club election 

Chairmen. 
 

2009 Fiscal Financial Plan 
(Budget) 

     The directors are currently working on the club’s 

fiscal year financial plan.  Last year was the first time 

the club attempted to have a plan.  Now this year we 

are working to adjust the plan to better fit the 

financial abilities of the club.  Currently, some 

projects may need to be placed on hold for awhile 

due to a shortage of funds.  The large windfall of 

money we had from the Founder's Fund and wood 

sale is just about depleted.  The club also had to pay 

TAXES for the first time in many years!   

     The financial Plan will be presented to the 

membership at the June general membership meeting.   

Come to the meeting to hear how our club is doing 

and proceeding into the future!   
 

 

Reminder of Work Hours 
By Lynn Pillsbury 

     All members must complete their six (6) hours of 

volunteer work hours by 30 May 08.  Members that 

have not completed their 6 hours will risk being 

charged an additional $75 for not completing those 

hours in addition to their membership due fees.   

 

Support of IBS School 
By Lynn Pillsbury 

     The Iosco Sportsmen’s club is sponsoring a 

benchrest school/work shop on June 20, 21, and 22 

2008.  Preliminary cost for the two day course is 

$150.  See above article from Francis Becignuel for 

more details.  Course will be held at the Tawas range 

and will cover some of the following topics: 

 

mailto:dkwright@chartermi.net
mailto:ddwelton@chartermi.net
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Safety 

Rifle types for different classification 

Bullet construction/reloading   

Brass proportion 

Power types, loads    

Bullet types 

Practical shooting techniques   

Some items to be covered /practical to be  

demonstrated on the range 

 

Also, attendees will receive a T-shirt for attending 

and we will have a dinner and prizes on Saturday, 

June 21st.  If you are interested in being an instructor, 

volunteering to assist with “go for” duties, set-

up/clean up, or whatever your abilities are, or 

participating, please contact Lynn Pillsbury at 989 

362 5765 or at lkpills2@yahoo.com or Francis 

Becignuel.  This is a great opportunity for the club to 

bring a focus on us and to show what we can offer to 

other clubs!   Please come out and support us!! 

 

 

June Membership Dinner 
By Lynn Pillsbury 

   The next general membership meeting is scheduled 

for June 4th.
 
 The dinner menu will be City Chicken - 

Baked pork on a skewer with mashed potatoes, 

gravy, vegetables and salad.  You bring the desert to 

pass for your sweet tooth!  Social hour starts at 5 pm, 

dinner at 6 pm, and the club meeting at 7 pm.  Cost is 

$7.00 per person. We will need people to set up and 

clean up for the dinner.  If you are interested in 

volunteering please contact Alice Jenkins.  Please 

RSVP for the dinner by Monday, June 2nd, 2008 

by calling Dennis or Alice Jenkins at 989-735-3254 

or Lynn Pillsbury at 989-362-5765. 

  

 

Postage and Mailings 
By Lynn Pillsbury 

   To start saving the club money on postage, as stated 

in the last newsletter, we are going to put all the 

club’s future newsletters on the club website 

(www.ioscosportsmen.com).  If you desire a hard 

copy of the newsletter mailed to you, please donate 

$3.50 (cost of a gallon of gas) for the cost of 

quarterly newsletters and any additional newsletters 

for special items.  Hardcopies can be found at the 

clubhouse if you would prefer to obtain a copy there.  

For further info, please contact Lynn Pillsbury at 

989-362-5765.   

 

E-Mail Addresses 
     Along with the need to save administrative costs 

by decreasing our postage and mailing, we are 

requesting that each member that has an e-mail 

address provide the club with that address.  This will 

allow you to get club newsletters, reminders of new 

information posted to the club website, and dinner or 

special events information.  We have tired this in the 

past to put together a database so we could do e-

mailing and had a very low response.  Now the club 

needs your e-mail address and please make it your 

current one.  Your e-mail address will be kept 

confidential as we keep your name, home address, 

and home phone number.  Please and thank your for 

your support. 

 

 

Tawas and Oscoda Days 
    The Chamber of Commerce is sponsoring Tawas 

and Oscoda Days on July 4th thru July 13th.  Tawas 

and Oscoda Days are special events for local business 

and organizations to attract tourist to the local area 

for business and tourism.  We have been asked to 

participate this year by providing shooting events at 

the Tawas Range.  If you would be interested in 

assisting in setting up, providing instruction and 

guns, and clean up please contact Lynn Pillsbury at 

989-362-5765 or Dan Welton at 989-739-3240. 

 

mailto:lkpills2@yahoo.com
http://www.ioscosportsmen.com/

